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MONTECCHIA

AN TDYLL FOR ThHI

RESTLESS THAVELER




LA MOMTECCH A, a hundred-acre wine farm
set among the Euginean Hills just south of Padua,
is the perfect choice for the restless traveler. That
i5, someong who does want 1o experionce what il
feels like to loll shout in the Veneto countryside
bt s worried that too much nature might feel
snlating or even, God spare them, borieg.

Mo such risks at La Montecchia, an estate
that includes an eceentric sixteenth-century villa,
an ltalignate p.urdc:n, a fortihed castle, a medieval
Furm, several houses and apartiments o renl, i
luxury Band B, & small private museum of
ancient agricultural tools, a superb winery, a
Michelin-starred pourmet restaurant, and even a
twenty-seven-hole goll course, complete with
Olympre-size swimming pool and tennls courls.

Unwned and run by Count Giordane Eme
Capodilista, & man in his early forties whose
ancestors dominated this territory for centuries,
La Montecchia blends well-honed agricultural
traditions { "Wine has been made an these hills
since (he Middle Ages.” he says, proudly) with a
madern, high4ech entreprencurial dyvnamism that
reHects the spirit of this highly productive and
industrialized region, one of the wealihiest and
masst densely populated in lraly, "leis vieal o me,”
says Giordano Emao, “that La Mentecchia, thanks
tir # successiul enengy-efliciency plan and w our
having cut down the use of chemicals in agricul
ture 1o @ bare minimum, has a very low environ-
mental Impun." The result of this synergy of
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FUEVICILS PacEh: Yilla La
Mentecchia [fefth bult in

1588 by artist Dario Varotar

% a hunting lodge for the
Capaodilista family, repembles 3
mizharaja’s droam. [ts wpacioos
intericn [right] hold up 1o
twelve guests

arreuTe The ground-Tioor
ioggia has checkared marhls

floars, sirteanth-cantury
frescoed rerals, and wooden
benches specially designed
for the willa

tradition and innovation, strengthened by the
excellent termir produced by the volcanic onigins
of the Eugancan Hills, cin be tasted in the
estates prized wine blends,

Travelers who land st La Monteechia have 4
whte range of lodging possibilities, the most spec-
tacular and lusurious being the villa on the top of
the small hill {moentecchia) that kends s name 1o
the estate. “This land has belonged to our Family
gince the eleventh contury,” T Giordano Ema,
“and the villa has been a Eamii_'..' home since it wis
buiilt in 1568, which is why it has retained such
an intimate atmosphere.” The light restoration of
its interiors in 2008, handled with care by Paris-
based designer Anna Guarini, who also created
some of La Montecchias wine labels, and by
Francesca Papalbava, a cousin of Giordann, has left
the villa's ugt'*uld pating mtact.

From a distance Vills La Mentecchia, origi-
nallv conceived as a hunting lodge. looks like
something out of a maharaia’s dream. 1t's sevene,
cubie volume is rendered light and breczy through
claborate pinnacles that surmount the four sides
of the building. Each side af the "cube” has twa
powws tone for each Hoor) of arched porkteoes, of
boperias, where one can sit and enjov the view.
“The thing people love most about our villa is the
way it [its so harmoniously in the landscape,” sns
Erme, Designed for his family by palnter Dario
Varotari—a pupil of Veronese with a passion for
architecture—this building has a free-spirited,
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sipping a ghuia of chilled Fiori dArancn, a SpHr-
kling white wine with the fragrance of orange
hlossoms, after which it was named. On special
pecasions visitors can arcange for one of the chels
from La Montecchia's restanrant, situated on
Ciiordano Emus property and run by the Alajmos,
a Family of celebrated restaurateurs (one of their
restaurants, Le Calandre, sleo near Padug, bas
earned three Michelin stars!), 1o cook directly in
the vills. Candbelit dinners on one of the logrias
or in the main dining room overlooking the gar-
den, with the sound of water trickling in the stone
fountain, are all part of the experience.

Villa La Montecchia can host up to twelve
peaple, so it is ideal for Family gatherings or for
thuse who prefer to travel in groups. Bomantic
couples or travelers exploring the region on their
o may prefer 1o sty in the estate's luxurious
B and B, situated in one of the wings of the medi-
eval castle where Giordano Ema himsell has his
living quarters. The B and B has only one large
hedroam, mare like a living room, with high ceil-
Igs. It overlooks an enclosed garden with jasmine
and roses climbing up stone walls, It has a hoge
heeploce, which s of great comlon during the
coober davs. The interiors of the castle where
the B and B issiated are richly furnished,
Ancient metal armors—belanging to seime Emo
Capodilista warriors (o which there were
many ) —have infused this area with an sppeal-
ingly Gathic allure, The bedmam, characterizesd
by dark, carved mahogany fumiture, has its own
private bathroom, of course, and breaktast s
served in an adjoining living room or, weather
permitting, in the garden. Travelers with children
ar wha need a little maore space and independence

cin opt for an aliogether different and more rustic
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solution than the villa and the B ind B. They can
choose [rom four separate apartments. All are
tstel ully decorated and include o kitchen, a
simall living rovm, and access w a garden. All
lodgers residing on the estate have aeeess o La
Montecchia Golf Club and use of its swimming
pool, tennis court, and restaurint Factlities, Wine
tagtings and visite to the cellars of La Montecchin
and to the estare’s private museam of anceent
agriculoural tools are most weleome

T'hw: Veneto region is Tamous for is wines
{Valpolicella, Amarone, Bardoling—to name but
a fewl, arsl so it i3 not surprising that there are
several thousand wineries spread all aver the
territory, What ie rare, strangely enough, is to
find wineries in the region that also offer good
haspitality. This is why La Monrecchia is such a
precious address: it is the ideal place for travelers
eager to leave the touristy bustle of Venice bichind,
for o while at least, and explore the region’s lesser-
knewn countryside, The Euganean Hills, jusi
soith of La Montecchia, hive besn celebrated for
centuries for their picturesque beauty and thelr
hot springs. Many of the villages nestled around
these hills are charming and worth & 1wour,

Towns such as Padiua and Verona, with their
exquisite city conters, churches, and muscums,
are a short drive from La Montecchia. The
Palludian villas built along the Brenta viver are
definitely a must-see, and so are some of the grea
Venetian gardens, such as Villa Emo alls Rivella
(helonging to another cousin of Giordana's) and
Vills Barherigo, “Ohne musint forget that ours is o
region with a strong and varied culinary wadition,”
savs Giordano Emo, “which is why our traveling
guests often indulge in some excellent food and

wine in between sightsecing expeditions.”

The eighteenth-century toble
wiis designed for this room,
alzo called “the architectural
roam’ for its murals






